
HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT  

Communications Committee  
Agenda  

August 11, 2020 | 6:00PM | TC Courthouse  
 

Approve minutes of the last Meeting Minutes for February 20, 2020 

Old Business: 

a. County Website  

b. Audio/visual equipment  

 New Business 

a. Providing equipment ensuring that all members of the commission have equal 

opportunity to take part in conversations/discussions   

b. Public Comments 

Adjourn  



HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT  

Communications Committee 

Meeting Minutes for February 20, 2020 | 6:00PM | Mayor’s Office 

Members Present: Landon Gulley, Chair 

Seth Thurman, Secretary 

Beverly Atwood 

Ken Buckmaster 

Amy Thomas  

 

Absent:  Amber Russell, Vice Chair 

 

Others Present: Stephen Chambers 

Dwight Jewell  

DJ Linville  

Sheriff Ray Russell 

Crystal Chambers 

Debbie Morton 

1. Call to Order.  Meeting was called to order at 6pm by Chairman Landon Gulley. 

2. Approval of Minutes.  Minutes from the January 27, 2020 were approved by a motion from Ken 

Buckmaster, second by Beverly Atwood.   Motion Carried, minutes accepted. 

3. Old Business 

Chairman Gulley stated the purpose of the meeting was to review the web site progress and 

discuss the audio/visual needs of government meetings. 

a. Website 

Amy Thomas presented the new website, highlighting several changes from the current.  She 

noted the Commission Agenda and Minutes page, which will also be reflected in the 

Committees pages, as a much easier platform to access needed documents.  There are still 

pages that need attention, but the goal is to publish the site in early March 2020. 

b. Audio/Visual Equipment 

Follow up from previous discussion on BIS who was contacted to produce a quote for the 2nd 

floor courtroom.  Mr. Jewell believes they are still waiting to see if integration with another 

company was possible.  Mr. Jewell is in contact via email. 

4. New Business 

a. Resolution to require government meetings be recorded and publicly available 

Chairman Gulley opened discussion for a possible resolution to be drafted requiring all 

Hartsville/Trousdale County Government meetings to be audio/video recorded.  Mr. Gulley’s 

opinion was that having a written statement of the Commission for recording may help 

others make an effort to record the different meetings.  He acknowledged that currently all 

video recordings were done by the Mayor.  Mr. Gulley suggested designating three rooms of 

the courthouse for meetings and have those rooms fitted for stationary equipment that could 

be used at any time.  Rooms suggested were the 1st floor courtroom, 2nd floor courtroom, and 

the grand jury conference room on the 2nd floor. 

Mr. Gulley used Smith County Board of Education as an example and how their meetings are 

appropriately recorded and broadcasted as far as being able to hear each speaker.  The issue 

may be finding a business or person to come in and work this service.  Ken Buckmaster 

offered that this can be relatively inexpensive with an estimated cost of $10,000.  Having a 

good audio and visual representation aids in transparency of the county. 
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Mayor and Commission Chair Jewell have been in talks with different companies and are 

moving in the direction of having something in place in the future.  They have also included 

the County Justice Center and its needs for audio equipment in the new courtrooms.  The 

purchases for the Courthouse and the CJC would be separate. 

Sheriff Russell said the outside security cameras are in place and active at the CJC and 

Community Center complex.   

No further business was discussed. 

No meeting scheduled. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Ken Buckmaster. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:54pm. 

 

Minutes submitted by Amy Thomas. Secretary Seth Thurman had a prior engagement and arrived 

after the meeting started. 


